[Reconstruction after tumor resection of the anterior skull base with an of abdominal fat graft].
Reconstruction of the anterior skull base is a surgical stage as significant as tumor removal. The quality of the reconstruction is the primary determinant of postoperative mortality, morbidity. The aim of our work was to assess the results of a reconstruction process combining: 1) a pericranium graft held by biological glue to complete the dura mater; 2) an abdominal fat graft supported by a Silastic arch to maintain the neurological structures. This was a retrospective study. 55 patients (44 men and 11 women), 59 mean age (14 - 78), were analyzed. 45 had a malignant tumor and 10 a benign tumor. 35 patients were treated using a mixed approach and 18 using a trans frontal-sinus approach alone. Forty-three patients treated for a malignant tumor underwent postoperative radiotherapy. Results were analyzed according to 3 periods: 1) immediate postoperative period (<25 days); 2) early postoperative period (25 days - 3 months); 3) late postoperative period (> 3 months). None of the patients were lost to follow-up. The average follow up was 84 months. All periods considered together, we had five (9.4%) graft infections, 6 (11.3%) CSF leaks and 1 (1.8%) cases of meningitis. We use a simple technique for reconstruction. Postoperative complications were exceptional, even after postoperative radiotherapy. Medium and long-term results are good and similar to those obtained with other processes used for reconstruction of the anterior skull base reconstruction.